
Coronavirus 
way of the 

cross



Empty streets, empty sports arenas
Jesus spends the night alone in a prison cell 



1st station, Jesus is 
condemned to death

You were condemned without adequate 
defense. Many of our brothers and sisters 
worldwide are condemned to face Covid-19 
without warning or protection. We couldn’t be 
there to defend you. Teach us how to live in 
solidarity with those who are most vulnerable. 
Keep us mindful of them.



2nd station, Jesus carries his cross

You carried your cross for others. You turned it into a redeeming sacrifice. 
Bless our brothers and sisters who carry the cross of risking infection;  

May all of us find meaning in the suffering we are asked to bear. 



3rd Station, Jesus falls for the first time

You tried your best to stay on your feet, 
But you lost too much blood.  
We pray for those who are falling ill,  
and those who are afraid of collapsing.  
Teach us to get back up, even with a 
cross on our shoulders.



4th Station: Jesus meets his afflicted Mother 

How could anyone call your Mother  
Anything less than co-redeemer?  
To see you carrying your cross… 
Who suffered more than she did?  
Mother Mary, come to the aid  
Of mothers like you; 
Anxious for the health of their children 
Both here among us,  
and those who are coming into the world. 



5th Station: Simon helps Jesus to carry his cross

Give us something good to do, Lord, as we witness suffering. 
Even if it only means sheltering in place, 
If that is the sacrifice for others which we must carry…  
May we carry it like Simon: with a compassionate heart.



6th station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

The faces are masked, but the spirit is the same: 
To comfort and care for the other  
with dignity and reverence… 
As Veronica treated the bruised face of Jesus.



7th station: Jesus falls a second time

Dr. Li Wenliang sounded the alarm  
about Covid-19, and was scorned,  
then he died from the virus. 
Lord, help us to recognize  
and honor those whom 
You send to warn us of danger. 
Don’t let us be deaf to their message 
Which we ignore at our own peril.



8th station: Jesus comforts the women of Jerusalem

Even though your suffering  
was beyond imagining, 
You went out of your way  
to comfort the women of Jerusalem; 
Even as you warned them  
about the suffering to come. 
Your comfort means more to us now, 
As mothers struggle to serve their families  
and care for the sick 



9th station: Jesus falls a third time

We’re not very good at falling 
On the way down we blame other people;  

we become bitter with your heavenly Father; 
Give us your spirit of hope 

As we stumble with uncertainty.



10th Station: Jesus is stripped of his garments

The virus plays havoc with our sense of security 
Our clothes seem to offer little protection. 
You know what it is like to feel vulnerable, 
Defenseless against an overwhelming force. 
Clothe us with your grace!



11th Station: Jesus is crucified

You were blamed for the sins of the world, 
And today, many Chinese people 

Are blamed for Covid-19. 
Teach us the wisdom to accept 
That all of us are in one family. 

Sin is to be crucified, not people.



12th Station: Jesus dies on the cross

Your death seemed pointless…   
just one more Victim of Roman cruelty. 
But your death counted 
in ways that we still don’t fully understand. 
Help us to make sense of the deaths  
of people like us who fell victims to the pandemic.  
May our Father in heaven make their deaths count!



13th Station: Jesus is taken down from his cross

When you came down from the cross 
It was the end of the world for your Mother. 
How was she able to keep going 
When she knew better than anyone: what the world had just lost? 
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, be the Mother of Consolation 
For those who have lost loved ones in the pandemic.



14th Station: Jesus is buried

Your best friends had no idea that your story wasn’t over. 
They buried their hopes along with your body. 

We need faith in you now  
Because otherwise we’ll be like them:  

Burying our hopes along with the victims of Covid-19. 



15th Station: Christ is risen from the dead

Every victory from Covid-19 
Is a symbol of the Resurrection. 

The virus represents all that undermines  
The sacredness of human life. 
In your Resurrection, we hear:  

“This is my Beloved Son, listen to him.”


